
the 
Penguin 

Ix\el 
Calman 



3) ry “ 4 aah ad 



PENGUIN BOOKS 

2894 

THE PENGUIN MEL CALMAN 

Mel Calman was born in London in 1931 and 

studied illustration at St Martin’s School of Art, 

London. He has worked as a cartoonist for the 

Daily Express, Observer, Sunday Telegraph, 

Sunday Times, the B.B.C.’s Tonight programme, 

advertising agencies and publishing houses. He 

now freelances and worries full-time. His other 

books are Through the Telephone Directory, Bed- 

Siu, Boxes and Calman & Women. 
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Bed-sit 
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Which is tt to be today? 
 Loast and music, 
toast and light, 
music and toast in 
arkness, 
ast in silence? 
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about these rooms ts that you 
can almost overhear 
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when he must say: 
There comes a time in every bachelor’s life 

no more beans on toast — 
and mean it 



My position is roughly 
left of coward ... 

They call me 
the 

St Francis 
A : 

Earls Court... 



The landlady doesn’t 
like the word ‘restrictions’. — 
She calls them ‘aids to 
communal living’ 





Bere 
S
e
 PE a

E
 

or et 
e
e
 

o
l
e
 

= 
lies”. 

ike; i
e
 

ids 
s
a
e
?
 

os 

Fat Dh 

the office 

I think PU 
ring 

and say 
I’m dead .«- 



i. 0 

IT like to give the suit 
an airing 
from time to time 

‘The girl next door 
never seems to run out 
of anything 



I think I'll 
do 

« litile 
light 

WOTTYING . « 

These classical writers 
really understood 
the human predicament .. 

Lin > 



But I 
asked 

them to mine 



, ‘ABER 

I wonder 
af anyone would 

miss me? 



Just like 
the Riviera — only 

nearer... 
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Nice Mer 

GV PEAS 

It may only be a 
minority eae 

but I like you . 

LU AY 

aS 
Just answering 
my fan mail — 
from my mother 

AW ) 



The score 1s 
highly gratifying: 

Christmas cards sent: 30 
Christmas cards received: 32 
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Paper hat, yes. 
Balloon, yes. 
Bottle, yes. 

Now let revelry commence .«« 



Gentleman with artistic tastes 
and cold feet 

wishes to. meet lady with 
property in Bermuda ... 



dirty 
ashing there 
a 

- 

I could be 
very 
dominating — 
af only 
someone 
would 
volunteer to 
be submissive... 

We depressives 
are entitled 
to a little bit 
of manic 
now and then ..- 

How do I know 
at isn’t 
out of order? 
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Bourgeois! 



a 

“That’s the trouble with the younger 
generation — you don’t listen’ ; a 



I expect it’s all on H.P.... 



They may look 
the same but 

I know my box 
as better 

than theirs ... 



Toy box 



<—y>** 

Shooting box Fuse box 
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Match box Witness box 

Suggestion box 



See ea) 
ey te rr 

~* Sas ee a 

eh aaa be ~~) 



ke you .. a t 1 a e’s jus ‘Oh — sh 

te, all day €,. communt t communica te, S COMMUNICA 
LY. Tt’ 



‘One box was good enough for your father... 
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Inhibited 

‘Taking refuge in religion again, George?” 

ati whaews! (4c; 

e 



‘Don’t 
you think 

you ought to 
take things 

a bit easier?? 

e 
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Hello darfing / 
les wee 





ard may The bests 
man Win,,, 



Temme 
Fatale 
OPEN 
DAILY —> 





Dont s slug! 

We gst a 

Fay plete 

yes deay- G 



Somelimes its ToTvave| h Mere 

Ya 16 ‘0 arrive 

a\Ner \ ve 
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7 WELL- 

lmhere.... 



\ wonder what 
he wants 

¢ y as to cle fe
a 

Rae 
: ho Sign of any (astrc

tions.. 
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ho Méssage scrawled 

fos in the dust., 
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jes TH ere , Want ty dy 

a Thei 2s a 

DNS 
vee SHI oo a [dance ? 



~ Shall | discover 
the secvet 



os 
ft 

3 fics 

e 

3 

68 

. 

a 

3 
23 nee am y 

fo expe 



Condemned 5 my wheelchair. 

resigned +i my afflictions 

‘\ Converting the 
| dPSS of bain 

lite the gold 
> of Serenity, 



No thank RS 

tt? 
bats a rool 

lu | a hate, 

\7 



NO Body 
KNowS 

THE 

TROUBLE 

(ve, 
SEEN: 

First! 
(Ve got this backache which 

: Grips me Sudden| 
eK asl walk along. - 

=e 

AcHE 

scare 



THEN - [ get these Ternble 
migraine headaches 

ONCE @ MoNnTh--- 

oe | dont sleep well - 
7 r\ if lget two or 

three. hours & 
eas , night ] think 

: lin lucky. 

| just lie There worrying about the 
money lowe and. my 

G2: thinning hair... 



ce AND THATS Nor ALt.. 

\ You see, basicall, yi feel 
a, lm not yeally enjoying 

life... 

uc AND J wor | 
about hat,.. 



The joke (S- 

didnt ask fo be 

here., [was 

oe | = created. 

ine 
| And it’s not 

Funny hale 

a How WouLd 

You LIKE To 

BE THE FIGMENT 

OF SOMEONE ELSES 
IMAGINATION 
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he didnt notice 

AT eT 

; | think he didnt notice... maybe | 

he intended met Skip
 a a 

ey 

page me 4 — part of some , x 

benible plot he’s pene 
r¢ 

we 

; 



You cANT 
Game 

trust anyone ( ye: 

days ! | these days } 2 

Xe 
Ever since writers gave tip 

happy endings (feel yery 

UNEASY ++. a 
a 

UY 
Its become Fashionable te be 

Unhappy, 11 old-fashioned. 

Say - and I] mean tt ts 



: ai BRING BACK 
\ oe 

3 BS pines! 

Down Wir 

i wid 

ne 
LONG L/VE 

a NOVELLO! 



Let us remember~ 

BAD ART can be 
GO00 FUN... 

a 
iy, eo oy us 
HA, boor aon Whd 

pase to sweat 
tb out... : 

oe : 

ToTE THAT = 

PSYCHE! | 

Body S Sou/ 

Yacked wit, 
paine. 
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| know what I'l do- 

ILL Resign ! 
L 

0 

= That will each 

( him fo mess. me 
‘ about ... 

us 

“ine 



BAe | fer 
thetime has ghee us 

oo es 
ovy (ee Ce 

Con on cee 

the proud. Even the tee 



Bhivoce ee _ 

Thvtaig ger fot goo videeers» 
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Yom mapack pull, 

ke we met ai 
' \ govt ° 2a gyre 4 “Fa fob, 
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IES stofspect . 
The great thi ng in thts 

yacket is fo 
yy SUTVIVEe... 

O The next page 
may be better, 

[M andif it isnt. 
; OnE worry. 

Keep smiling, count 
Your blessings. 
enjoy the (ft 
Things. - H the 
Text is lousy - 
admire the 

: binding. ae 2 



As my mother used to 

Gg iy Say - if life hands You 

| fe \ a lemon > make lemonade... 

| 

The trouble is- 

Ea lemonade 
G gives me 

hearttrusw ue 



= [see warts ahead- 

pechaps ifs a message? 24 
Saks 
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