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Introduction 

We live in exciting times. Berlin knocked its wall 
down, Eastern Europe discovered Democracy and 
Merrie England plc. registered for Poll Tax. Some 
nights I can hardly restrain myself, so great is my need 
to throw my pencil at the blank sheet of paper. I drive 
to The Times with my head full of pungent words and 
images about the crazy world we live in. 

Then I slowly wend my way through the car park, 
tripping over some new built debris, saunter by the 
Back Bench, nodding graciously to the sub editors and 
get to my desk. The Art Director says hello, Peter 
Brookes always says, ‘And what time do you call this?’ 
and I begin the creative process. 

This consists of putting off for as long as possible 
actually putting any thoughts on paper. I read various 
papers. I talk to the Deputy Editor about possible 
topics. I open any letters from readers — and remind 
myself to answer both of them one day, when I’m not 
so harrassed. At last I approach the blank sheet of 
paper. I do my cartoon. I show it to my superiors — 
who either like it or seem to have no sense of humour 
at all. 

I go home - avoiding the desire to go back and do 
something different. And then the next morning I look 
at the printed cartoon and wish they hadn’t placed it so 
close to the huge photograph of Mrs Thatcher. 
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Merrie Eng an d ple. 
It’s a rapidly changing world. But whether you’re stunned by events abroad or 
poleaxed by Pell Tax at home, you’re sure to recognise Calman’s little 
commentator on world affairs whose wry quips so belie his innocent looks. Taken 
from The Times, Merrie England plc is a collection of the best of Mel Calman’s  — 
witty and sharply drawn cartoons. 

Also by Calman 
BUT IT’S MY TURN 
TO LEAVE YOU... 
*,..he is... reporting from 
the battlefield, he has 
been mentioned in 
despatches. Seven years 
in analysis might provide 
the same insights, but 
might not make you 
laugh as much as this 
book and would certainly 
be more expensive’ 
TLS 
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MANDARIN 
HUMOUR 

U.K. £3.99 
N. ZEALAND $12.95 Incl.GST 

HOW ABOUT A LITTLE 
QUARREL BEFORE BED? 
‘Some of Calman’s dialogue 
could have come straight from 
Samuel Beckett or R.D. 
Laing, those petits maitres of 
the language of despair. His 
drawings look like doodles, but 
their innocence is subverted 
by quips and brisk exchanges 
that are loaded with 
knowingness’ 
Observer 
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‘A heart-warming sense 
of the ridiculous’ 
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