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AS THE EVENING FADES to night. and one of the long. tree-lined Routes

Nationales of rural France stretches out ahead of you, some words of W.O. Bentley
come to mind.

When asked why he chose to test his cars by driving them, non-stop, the 600
miles to Scotland and back, W.O. had explained that it was illuminating to drive a car
when tired: all its faults would scream out at you.

Now, more than sixty years later, you too are a little tired. But tonight, there's
hardly a sound to be heard from your Bentley. Only the speedometer, the Insect-spat-
tered windscreen, and the ease with which trucks and cars are being overtaken gives
any sense of the rate at which the kilometres are being dispatched. Even the gently-lit

dials, set in the walnut of the dashboard, have nothing untoward to report.




Your passengers are not aware of your ettort-

less progress either, l)cing sound ;xslccp. Behind

them, two cases of Burgundy are sai'cl‘\' stowed with
your luggage. Ahead, the beams of your headlights

illuminate shuttered windows as you sweep through

sleeping villages en route to the North.

What made you decide to press on and catch
the night ferry? The chance to spend a rare extra
day at home, before other pressures claim your
attention yet again? The opportunity to enjoy the
open road with one of the world’s greatest sporting
cars”?

Perhaps. But perhaps, too, the attraction of
passing the town of Le Mans in the dark hours of
the early morning, on a straight called Mulsanne,

has a little to do with it...




BROOKLANDS

T\\'O [)lSCO\LR“,S await (hc dri\-cr of the
Brooklands, a bespoke, luxurious four-door sporting motor car in
the Bentley tradition.

The first is the precision of the car’s responses to your
control. You sit, surrounded by the evidence of time-honed skills
of British craftsmanship in hand-finished walnut and Scandinavian
hide. And yet the agility of the Brooklands on twisting roads, its
swift obedience to the throttle, reveals that the technology that
shaped this motor car is highly advanced.

As you gain confidence in its abilities, you'll find that the

Bentley automatic ride control keeps the Brooklands on an even

keel during rapid cornering, without compromising the serenity of

the ride on the straight. The seamless shifting of the four-speed
automatic transmission, coupled with the generous torque of the
Bentley V8, ensures ample response for overtaking: this combina-
tion of long-striding pace and low-revving engine makes fast
cross-country journeys an unruffled experience. The Brooklands is
a sporting car that is also a luxury car, a businessman’s express

that promises its driver true exhilaration.

The second disc()\'cr.\' may take a little |nngcr to come

your way. But one day, as you see the motorway traftic ahead

of you slow to a halt, or as you begin a long journey with

’

g in, you will learn another facet of the Brooklands

fog closin
character.

The Brooklands is a motor car to be used in all weathers,
and on all roads. Primary safety, keeping car and driver out of
danger, is exemplified by features like the anti-lock braking
system, electrochromic rear-view mirror and p()wcrl'ul hc.‘u“ighls.
while the massively strong bodyshell provides a high degree of
secondary safety in the event of an accident. And thanks to the
incomparably comfortable seating, the automatic two-level air-
conditioning and the commanding view that you have of the road
ahead and behind, you will, even in poor conditions, feel comfort-
able, calm, and in control.

The Brooklands is a Bentley, and therefore a driver's car.
And at Bentley, they define a driver’s car as a motor car which is
as rewarding and inspiring when driven at a moderate pace as it is

when extended to its limits.










I HE CONTINENTAL is the ultimate expression of

the Bentley coachbuilding tradition. Each one takes up to six
months to complete, for each panel is hand-finished, using skills
that have been handed down through generations. The construc-
tion and trimming of the power-assisted, locking hood alone takes
a team of craftsmen almost ten days, the entire assembly being
hand-built on a master jig. The end result justifies the care: from
inside the cockpit, you would find it hard to credit that the hood is
a soft-top, such is its solidity and luxury.

For all the sense of tradition in the coachbuilt bodywork,
the engineering that underpins the Continental is highly advanced.
Large disc brakes all round, equipped with anti-lock sensors and

ventilated at the front, give it immense stopping power: as for

motive force, it shares the MK-Motronic-controlled Bentley V8 of

the Brooklands, naturally aspirated and coupled to a four-speed
automatic transmission whose control software was developed by

BL‘!IIIL“\"S cnginccrs. Cmnl)inc th‘SL‘ \'."lt}‘l (hL‘ iilll()m.'iti(' ridc ('(mtro]

that makes cornering seem almost roll-free, and vou have an open
four-seater with cornering, acceleration and braking performance
that belies both its accommodation and comfort.

Even at rest, there's something about the Continental that
draws admiring glances. Like its four-door and coupé siblings, it
undeniably has the Bentley presence: it is a design of stature and
elegance, an acknowledged classic.

Driving the Continental is a seductive experience. You sit,
surrounded by the fragrance and feel of the finest quality Connolly
hide. Ahead of you, the rich burr walnut veneer of the dash
S})arklcs in t}'\c Sun]ighl. T]’\L‘ ()[)Cn r()i‘l(l l)c(fk()n.\': \Vilh a Sl!l)(lll(‘d
growl, the Continental accelerates towards the horizon.

On the right sort of day, with the right sort of companions,
there is nothing - absolutely nothing - to compare with the plea-
sure th(lriving da Yilﬁt. ()[)L‘" tourer.

And on any kind of day, there is no fast, open tourer that

stands comparison with the Bcnth‘y Continental.













THE MAKING OF THE MARQ

: W.O. WAS OFTEN in the works, walking slowly round the shops smoking
his pipe. He was always immaculately and very conservatively dressed, with a very
solemn expression. I was told an amusing legend about him and the apprentices. It was
said that if he saw you doing anything very wrong, such as maltreating a casting or

using a tool roughly, he would stop and look at you, and that look was so penetrating

that you would never grow any taller. If the crime you were committing was very bad
indeed, W.O. would not only stop, he would take his pipe out of his mouth when he
looked at you, and then you would shrivel up and be dwarfed for ever. The final part of
this legend was that on just one occasion, when he saw a young apprentice put his mug
of tea on the machined surface of an engine block, W.O. stopped, took his pipe out and

spoke — the apprentice just disappeared and was never seen again!”

a memory of Walter Owen Bentley, the founder of the company and team leader for the marque’s five

Le Mans viclones, from Bentley Past and Present by Rivers Fletcher.
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MAKING OF THE MARQUE

A B]\lll\ !\ l.\[)()l Blll)]\ one ol tl)v CIrs 4 L]ll':-~( lot :'\.t'llv'lh ¢ ln .dll()liu_‘.‘ drea, l,l\(’l‘.'.!\, lor reasons

swiltest cars on (l]',‘ road ll\ inllllh:\ [Illnllg}l lllL' '~'.nl'l.\}lnpt-. in W Ilil;ll ‘ll |u' nl)\inll~-. s (i:e' 4 !e'.cn "nnlnu. lln,' \.lf'lil.ll\(,'l‘~
: 3 f the sl ¢ thanl he extraord v degree .mble kev enzine. braking | ate: nnda
contrast, 1s one of the slowest, thanks (0 (he extraordinary acgrec dassembpie Key enginge, draking anda suspension componenis under

ol ilnil‘. itlll.ul ( l'.l“\ll\.tﬂ\l)l}\ .ll‘.‘ﬂ'\ L'l] irl il,\ { lr:.l'.iull.

Cl'culm::' the walnut veneer for the tacia
and door trims, lor c\..nnplc, takes many 4].1.'. S.
Cut by hand, matc hed by eve, the whorls and
( onl.u::l:r.alim‘.\ are .\‘lnppvd out and stained,
x:n;u'k'.c,~d, pl'l:m_-(] and then dried for SIXty
hours. The veneers and trim for each motor car
are male hz-(} \ulv 10 .xi(l(‘. SO ll].lZ Caq |1 C umplvlv
set ol dashboard and door rails represents a
unimw, mirrotl -inm;v masterwork.

.\Il(i I' lll'.‘ owner yrelers some ()lll['l
I

P.tl‘.xff'lll. l}‘u.' 'k)l.‘l(l‘: o t‘\t[‘.l(iﬁ‘ even llll,‘ mosit IHilHIIr_' P.ll[‘l' It‘ ol
tlll\i. ()ll]t‘l\ :n.;.\lu-. ‘.‘.()lll(l i)v.‘ Iv‘-.». f.-.\lltlin:l-.
out l}lcl‘ B(‘lnllt}_ﬂ. Il.l\ nevel lvuzll IS MOLOr cars
Il‘n' way l]!..l ()tlh'l"- dn.

Such ﬂld'l\lll.ll)‘--hi}) may seem almost
obsessive, but the hinmished car, 1n 1ts tactule p[('.r
sures, 1n its endurance and in its resistance to
deterioration, justibies every eltfort to its owner.

Every h‘!l!lc_‘. is thus an amalgam ol
pm‘fmliufliﬂ skills, Irom the care with which

the linest L_'x'.ult' ol Connolly hide 1s sewn into

(_'\"n,- ol lll?]‘)t'l ? \\‘irh a “('nllt'i\. l:ull\i(ill.«[il'\ ol « hn:.\ ¢ v.\.lvn(l\' dr:cp--, us;\in:n'd npllo|\tt'l.\.. 1O !ll(' wal t|':.«l lhl' bare 'X)()d.\ hl” 15
bevond Iln- ()‘.'.'1)(~x"< selection ol llphul\l"l‘\ and p.nni*.\(n'L ( o]uu'\. Tsw m'(vnm]” - :*mmi-n.atlc'ti '»‘,ilin l-:m.' vire w un| ln.-lol«- 1 [u‘;._'ln-~
\mong the woods with which a Bentley may be specified are its tournev through the advanced multi-stage paint process

g : : I i s Col !

) 1
mahogany, elm, rosewood and birds-eve ll\.t[)l('.
o A

L'l.l‘«*'»ll\{'

And while the })mij\ work is re: ewving its hinal,

Hu! IZ'-- not just in '.I‘(' ( .Iliil\(‘l(l]d[".‘l'\‘ \I‘.Up (}m( one (]§~.( OVe- pnli--:’). ('lw(".'. '”"I(' in lil(‘ \'.\H'I.\ 10P5S hlzlll.uu i;l«i:__’{'nn,‘nl .-lltl ~1:.|ll;~




are being used to create other, less visible elements of the complete
machine. The engine, for instance: each unit is hand-assembled by
a team of just two men. Under their care, pistons and liners are
m.‘tt(‘hcd .'m(l components L‘hccl\'c(l o tnlcr.m(‘cs mc.lsul'cd in
10,000ths of an inch before the entire assembled unit is dynami-
cally balanced. And to ensure that every Bentley driver gets the
performance he or she has a right to expect, every hundredth unit
is proof tested: given a full power test, stripped right back to the
very last nut and bolt, measured and double-checked. The other

997 'l'}lq\'. too, are fully tested, with a check of their power output

on the engine dynamometer, before making their way to the next
stage ol Assuml)l‘\'.

Just as a Formula One racing engine is hand-assembled
for the final edge of performance, so too is a Bentley's. The ditter-
ence being, of course, that the Bentley's performance is measured
not simply in miles per hour, but also in miles per lifetime.
And as around two-thirds of all the Bentleys ever built since
1920 are still reported to be l‘n;ul\u)r(h_\'. that care seems to
bring its reward in the pleasures of ownership. Both for today and

tor tomorrow.




TURBO R

FOR A SPARTAN, mid-engined two-seater, the ability

to accelerate from 0-60 mph (96 km/h) in under seven seconds is

usually considered cnough to earn it the title of “supercar’.

When a spacious four-door saloon achieves the same, its
driver cocooned in luxury, that vehicle can only be the Bentley
Turbo R. A motor car which stands tall on the road, both literally
and higuratively, as a driving machine of dominating presence.

When you drive the Turbo R, your first experience of hard
acceleration on a stretch of open road is likely to be an unforget-
table one. So seamless is the surge of power, so silent is the
engine’s delivery of maximum force that you have the delightful
sensation that the horizon is actually rushing towards you, rather
than you towards it.

Where conditions — and the law permit, you can continue
to allow the horizon to rush towards you at speeds in excess of
140 mph (224 km/h). And if you're ever fortunate enough to
drive a Turbo R at such speeds, you'll find another crucial point

of difference with the low-slung road-racer. For in the Turbo R

your viewpoint is so comnmnding. the suspension, brakes and

drivetrain so well-matched, that you'll feel unstressed and in

effortless control.

Designing a chassis that could complement the turbo-
charged, intercooled 6.75 litre Bentley V8 was no easy task.
Fortunately, the automatic ride control enables you to place the
Turbo R with precision, even during hard cornering, and without
the suppleness of the ride becoming softness or float. It's an
achievement of which the engineers at Bentley are justly proud.

A Turbo R, a remarkable achievement even by 1990’s stan-
dards of automotive engineering, has little in common with the
3-litre and Speed Six models that won Le Mans five times in the
twenties and thirties. Save, perhaps, in one respect.

Although Bentleys dominated one of the world's greatest
races for many years, they were never designed as out-and-out
racers. They were, instead, practical, powerful sporting cars with
the endurance, and the speed, to win. A subtle distinction, but one

that the Turbo R owner is just as likely to appreciate today.









l‘RO.\\ EVERY ANGLL, the linesof the Continental R

are breathtaking. This i1s arguably the ultimate sporting coupé, a
motor car that represents a perlect synthesis of strength, poise and
balance. The Continental R is a motor car with presence: a vehicle
SO Jrare l‘]d( ll‘\‘- })('()}1'(' W Al[ CVer scc one, Il"l .l[()“(‘ (!I'i\ ¢ one
Step inside. The door closes with a sound ol r.~n:__'im-r:rvd
|

\()liliil.\‘. \'()Il al'C e l()?\l'(i i!l a COd x;pll-l”.(‘ H]:(‘l'i()!'f gCcal \',']l". tor

on :}n- cenire « ()I‘.\()!t‘ al vour \Nll' l('-lll]l'l'-ll'lllllll('({ steering w lu'('[
g &

fa II:IIC’_ l:.t'.llt'.c”“. 10 your reac llA 'Hlt' (.(Hllil)l'lll.ll R f.lt\ you llxt o
bespoke suit, and yert it is spacious enough to accommodate four
adults in comtort, as well as their luggage.

Start the turbocharged, intercooled, hand-assembled
engine, and hardly a sound whispers through the deep Wilton
Cat pc_'(ln-c'. A\s you (ll'i\ e away, lhc Sporits seats, (hc k()ll‘”\lll\i\'.ili\ [
steering and the carefully weighted actions of brake and throttle

all combine to make an old cliché come to life: you truly do feel at

one x-.i(ll lhe m.a(hinc. -lu\l das 4 llO”dl‘.kl & Hnll.md ‘l)cil' |.ondun

\]l()l:_:’tlll seems Lo !n”n‘.‘- I‘u* |inc- ol your aim, « nmin-:' up l‘.lllll.i“"\.'
O -’tnu|dc_'l‘ .uld lll!_",‘i‘ ~.~.i:|u,m| conscious |'hou::']tl. so  the
('("lli':'.‘]lln'l !{ '('('l\ l‘ll“' d MOLOTr Cat .‘.(\“ ;ld\‘,' I'.H(\'-‘.” lll\"l ““(I'.'l -
stood for years

\\V'\nu d:i'. ¢ oul p.a\l an avenue ol rees, [:'wil l"f]('\ Lions
march up the mirrored expanse of bonnet that stretches out ahead
of vou. You can see all four corners of the car: despite its generous
i:llt'l‘i()l' space, Il\(' (]i'nvn\inn\ ol l|‘w (‘()llllll('lll.il R seem (o \Ill‘lul{
around vou.

I'he Continental R glides along the road, almost silent, on
barely a touch ol throttle. In a minute, you will allow that extraor-
dinary engine Iree rein and experience the massive accelerative
force that can hurl it trom 0-60 mph (96 km/h) in under seven
seconds, on to a go\('rn«-«i maximum of 145 mph (2535km/h). Bui
for now, you're content to let the Bentley stretch and warm its
muscles as you retlect that the test-drive i1s over, almost before it

l‘l.l!\' h«'g_un: IIN' (i(‘( i\‘!l)!l i.\ ;lll'(‘.l(l.\' fl].l(i(‘.










INDEPENDEN]

FTHINKERS

C‘l {OOSING A BENTLEY will never be a conven-
tional decision. It is a sign that the owner has high standards in life
and 1s pl'cp.u'(-(l to invest in them. A Bentley is a rare car, but not
\h().\cn lor .\t_.us'il‘\ .clmu-: it 1s a h.‘nnd-l)uill car, l)ul (O meel llu'
expectations ol Bentley owners throughout the world, at a time
when all cars are better made and more reliable than in the past, a
Bentley must satisly more than a simple fond-
ness tor tradition.

In short, the people who choose
B('l‘.(lc‘\'\ are in(lt'pt‘lldvlll (}IIIII\CI'\. .Il\(i l}u"\'
expect no less [rom the people who design
and build their motor cars. Conventional
wisdom, flor c\.unplc. suggests that a car
weighing over two tonnes will be stately, at
best, in its handling. Bentley's designers

choose to disugrvv. and by creating ARC

dutomatic ll(lL‘ \()nlrol ll'l.'ll‘l;l:_"t‘ 1O \'()ll’ll)il](‘ lll(‘ l'i(‘lk‘ comlort ol a

].u'g('. luwm} four-seater .\.ll()l)l\ W illl .1':',l|t' .(ml \‘-‘u'ltl‘\ lmmllmg.

ARC's sensors take a mulutude of data Inputs about
the car'’s .\pccd. steering .'mglv. cornering torces and roll - and

g C mnlndnd,\ 1o

o

process it within fractions ol a second, lcl.n_\in
\pt:\iul valves on the front and rear shock absorbers. In less
than a |Nll‘ull'cdlh ol a \t'('()lld. lll(' \.tl\'¢'~ can &,lmllgc between
comlort, normal and sport svlling\‘. gi\'in::' the valv_\' driver a
motor car il].n corners \\il'l \il'llld“‘\' no l'o“. l)u( lhul suppresses

Pnnl‘ SUI f.u ¢S .Ulll l)lllnp\' dasS i ill\l:!"\ Car hh()lll(l.

Bentley's (ic\i;_;nr:rx are at pams to l;.i\“”':'lll\l\ between
control and effort, when it comes to the driving ol their creations.
lhe 1l-inch venulated disc brakes, for instance, are under the
control of the driver’s foot, not his leg muscles. This is the subtle
distinction between a Bentley’s fully powered brakes and the
power .a\\i.\lv(] ‘)l'd'-;t‘\ ol ()lhcl Cars, I'n: In lln' anllcj\ system, 4
ni!f'ng('n-x|\.u’:_1vt| .uaumu!.«lm, 'n.m'lnn-:-' ol
2000psi, propels the hydraulics: the brake
l‘t‘dulv.\ xolv 1s to (“l‘m‘l llu' W 01"-., not 1o (lu I,

\ similar independence ol l}mnghl 1S
evident when one examines the inside story ol
a Bentley's engine and transmission. 6.75 litres
(412 cu.in) 1s a sizeable engine, even lor a V8.
.\lld yet every Bunl!c‘\ c‘q‘.lipp(‘(i \\‘Hll a
-.«(.«l_\‘(l« converter 1s certilied to Calitornia
standards ol emission control, known as some
ol the most stringent 1in the world, ac hieving its power, fuel eth
Lit:nxl\ d!l(l |u\\ L'n‘.i,\.\ion\ \xilll l}lt‘ ||<'|p ol a .\’I.n('-()l-lh(‘-.‘ll’l

.\‘[\-.\\()H'(Nll\' engimne ln.{n.l‘c{('lll('n! Sh\'.\‘ll‘ll].

The low-revving, |\ig|\-lm'quc engine 1s the ideal mate for
llw rec vn[l.\ 5:1(('miu~‘u(i lnm'-\p('('d automatic transmission,
whose « h.mgc poinh and shitt characteristics were spe« il‘u‘(”}'
developed lor the sporting nature of the Bentley marque. So
successfully have Bentley's engineers matched transmission to

engine that their contribution will lmn“k\ ever be remarked on:

when something performs as well as a Bentley's transmission,



i be omes acy c'plt'd \'.il't.nnl CONsclIous 'EI():I:‘_'_‘.’I'

Frequently, !Innl.mg tor onesell involves .h.l”vnglng
conventional wisdom ll‘\(’l.ll:lh (Tuid may seem a small part ol a
vehicle's ‘I«'\lgn. scarcely dittering Irom car to car. But the
hydraulic Auid that's used in a Bentley 1s ditferent. Mineral oil,
KI(HI-(LIH‘..(‘:!iH':! o Pu!lll‘.\ Ul‘l-.. I-LZIH{UY' 10 \1'.13\ .nnl plpv'--. l\('ll'h.‘.g"l\'
nnpi«. runs lhrnugh a H«-nt|«-_\ S veins, powering brakes and
SUSPeNsIon svstems.

Similar v\..llnpic-\ ol unc ompromising (ie-\i‘:'n mayv be lound

throughout a H-.-l.r;«-.-\ s componentry be they h“.(lf.lllli* , mechani-

cal or electronic: the difterence mav not be apparent tor a decade

or so, t}lll o l‘l'!ll""\ 1S (lc'\li_'lit‘tl (O [reat dm .ul" li:c' way mosli

nl}'ll'l cars treat a runnmning iv» [H_‘Yl(\d \ o 1c‘--1;|l ol suc '\ r.l‘ifll.ln_'_'.
= o

the Bentley 1s a luxury car that is fully up to the demands ol being
treated as a ne« CSSIly car: a4 motor car l|'..|l cCan \!.uui up to |‘dr(h‘|‘
use ftor lun;t'l‘ (}\.nl “ll'lll.lli.\ any nlllt‘l on lIIC l'().ld. ()‘-\'Iu‘l»lﬂp.
iney il.‘lbl.'\. ll].ll-.('\.\().ll lrul«-pmulc-m e ol mind a pu})ll- declaration:
o Pn'nl!:‘.'. \\i“ fower .1':)0\(' d|rn()\l every U[llv:l occupant ol a
corporate car par ]

Snmc ‘.'.i” ~|n|pl_‘, see lll'.‘ '.I.ul'.llnn ill Hr-ntlv.'.. IIN‘ (lm-p-
chested, |un:__'-\ll it“l‘.:__' motor car ol \pm'ling h('l'l!.l‘c_'t' and formid-
.lhlv wWor |~‘l||.«r‘.:~|1in. hat a anllv_'. 1S .II\U. N some Cruc i.al respects,
far more at the forefront of automotive tec |mu|ug\\ than some other
luxury marques would Surprise many But if (al-;ln::' an |:|(lo'pv:|~
dent train ol llunl:c'hl and surprising others in so (lmnl_' was not

in vour character, vou would not, pel IMP\. have read this far







Overall length
(excluding North Am

Overall length
(North America)

Overall width
(including door mirrors)

Overall height
Ground clearance

Kerb weight
Luggage boot capacity

ENGINE

Number of cylinders
Configuration

Cubic capacity
Compression ratio

Tappets

Engine management system
Turbocharging system

TRANSMISSIE

door saloon

2 from 3 rear

3061 mm (120.5in)

1549mm (61.0in)
1549mm (61.0in)
5268mm (207 4in)

5277mm(207 8in)
2008mm (79.0in)
n(58.5in)

2350%kg

0.35m (12.3ft%)

CATIONS

CONTINENTAL

2 door convertible

2 front, 2 rear

3061mm (120.5in)

15499mm (61.0in)
1549mm (61.0in)
5196mm(204.6in)

5256mm(207.0in)

1956mm(77.0in)

m (5. 5m )
"gl!:!mm\

TURBOR/RL

4 door saloon

2 front, 3 rear

S_OZJmm (12—6‘5;)
3162mm (124.5in)RL
1549mm (61.0in)
1549mm (61.0in)
5268mm(207 4in)
5370mm(211.4in)RL
5277mm(207.85n)
5379mm(21 1.8in)RL

“"008mm(79 Oin)

; 6.75/5:.-«(4 12in%)
81

adjusting hydraulic
-

CONTINENTAL R

2 door coupé

2 front, 2 rear

3061mm (120.5in)
1549mm (61.0in)
1549mm (61.0in)
5342mm(210.5in)

5342mm(210.5in)
2058mm(81.1in)

1462mm (57 .61n)
132mm (5.2in)
2420kg(53401b)

0,35m? (12.3f5)

8

Y

6,75 litres(412in%)

8:1

Self adjusting hydraulic
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